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Artist Statement 

Micah Zavacky 

 

By working in the woods, I have realized that I am making work with the landscape rather than 

about the landscape. When I first started working en plein air, my attraction to the natural world led 

me to the woods. Those early years fostered a life-long journey with the earth, and I aim to connect 

with the soil beneath my feet to receive and listen. For the earth, with the earth, and of the earth I 

strive to create work that is manifested through an act of searching. I am looking for an “earth 

power” in my work—newfound strength, guidance, wisdom, compassion, and clarity realized from 

the dialogue between myself and the natural world. It is important to me, to equally honor my voice 

and the landscape’s voice. 

 

Over the last year, I have spent a lot of solitary time in the woods drawing and admiring small 

discoveries. I would say I have learned more about the natural world by drawing and painting it, 

than reading about facts and scientific studies, which hold a different kind of truth. Living in the 

woods through drawing has allowed me to witness its grandeur and complexities, and realize 

spiritual and philosophical truths. Ultimately, I always relate this to how it connects to the human 

experience. In becoming aware of the earth’s power and energy, I have come to treat it sacredly and 

compassionately.  

 

Direct observation becomes the key method I use to make work. Too much time in the studio 

disconnects me from my subject matter and content. I am interested in the discovery and growth 

that occurs over time outside through an artistic process. I adamantly pursue the connection I have 

with the earth, and want my work to have as much vigor and life as the woods. In working with the 

earth, I inhale its breathe and each mark is an exhalation of the earth’s energy with my own, 

containing thought, feeling, and reaction. 

 

 

 


